Instructions for Authors

BioChip Journal (BioChip J) is owned and publish-
ed by the Korean BioChip Society. It is published four
times ayear in a printed version. Its editorial policies
are the responsibility of the editor, the associate edi-
tors, and the editorial board under the general authori-
ty of the Publications Committee and the Council.

Scope of Journal: BioChip J publishes original
research and reviews in al areas of the biochip tech-
nology in the following disciplines, including protein
chip, DNA chip, cell chip, lab-on-a-chip, bioMEMS,
biosensor, micro/nano mechanics, microfluidics, high-
throughput screening technology, medical science,
genomics, proteomics, bioinformatics, medical diag-
nostics, environmental monitoring and micro/nanotech-
nology. The Journal is committed to rapid peer review
to ensure the publication of highest quality original
research and timely news and review articles.

Types of papers: Two types of papers may be sub-
mitted, full-length papers and minireviews. Authors
are urged to keep the length of papers below eight
printed pages (24 typed pages of manuscript in double
spacing including figures and tables). In case of mini-
reviews, invitation by the editor is only applicable.
Language of paper: All manuscripts should be written
in English. Authors whose first language is not English
are requested to have their manuscripts checked care-
fully for linguistic correctness before submission. All
manuscripts submitted for publication will be screened
for English by the professional English editor in the
Korean BioChip Society.

Publication charges: Authors will be assessed
US$50 (W50,000) for each page with all published
manuscripts. Under exceptional circumstances, publi-
cation charges will be waived if deemed appropriate
by the editorial board. Authors unable to pay publica-
tion charges may apply at the time of submission for a
waiver of the charges.

Color charges: Authors will be assessed US $150
(150,000) for each page with color figure(s). Color
figures can generally be reproduced in acceptable
quality in black and white if authors are unwilling or
unable to pay for color charges.

Copyright: As a condition of publication, all authors
must transfer copyright to the Korean BioChip Soci-
ety. Authors should submit Copyright Transfer Agree-
ment at the time of paper submission. Materia trans-

fer: Authors of papers published in BioChip J are
obligated to honor any reasonable request by qualified
investigators for unique propagative materials, such as
cell lines, proteins and DNA clones, that are described
in the paper. Review protocol: All manuscripts sub-
mitted to BioChip J are reviewed criticaly, and it is
the responsibility of the editor, the associate editors,
and the editorial board to determine their suitability
for publication. After receipt of a manuscript by the
editor, it is sent to an associate editor who usually as-
signs it to a member of the editorial board. The board
member then makes a definitive recommendation for
acceptance, revision, or declination based on the sci-
entific merit and technical quality of the studies re-
ported. Referees may be consulted when additional
expertise is required. All board members and referees
who review a manuscript remain unknown to the
authors. Every manuscript is treated by the reviewers
as aprivileged communication.

Manuscript submission: All submitted manuscript
should contain original research that has not been
published previously and is not under consideration
for publication elsewhere. Submit a digital file includ-
ing high quality graphics prepared in appropriate
formats. A letter must be included indicating the
address, telephone and fax numbers, and E-mail
address of the corresponding author. Microsoft Word
is preferred, although other formats are generally
acceptable. Manuscript and other materials will not be
returned unless specifically requested. Send manu-
scripts and correspondence to:

BioChip Journal
The Korean BioChip Society
E-mail: biochipj@paran.com

Organization of the manuscript:

Contributions should be double-spaced and written in
English (spellings as in the Oxford English Dictionary).
Contributions should be organized in the sequence:
title, text, methods, references, Supplementary Infor-
mation line(if any), acknowledgements, tables, figure
legends. When providing word counts for the editors,
authors need only state the number of words in the
text (and, separately, methods and total figure legends).
Title, acknowledgements and other matter does not
need to be included in the word count.

Title: Titles do not exceed 90 characters (including
spaces), and do not normally include numbers, acro-



nyms, abbreviations or punctuation. They should in-
clude sufficient detail for indexing purposes but be
general enough for readers outside the field to appre-
ciate what the paper is about.

Text: Full-length papers and minireviews should fill
no more than 8 pages of BioChip J. An uninterrupted
page of text contains about 300 words. A typical
papers and reviews contain about 3,000 words of text
and, additionally, about five display items (figures and/
or tables) with brief legends. When submitting new or
revised manuscripts, authors should state in a cover
letter to the editor their rough estimate of the length of
their paper in terms of number of pages of BioChip J.
Longer papers are sometimes allowed but only if ex-
plicitly suggested by the editor. Authors of contribu-
tions that significantly exceed the limits stated here or
specified by the editor will have to shorten their papers
before acceptance, inevitably delaying publication.
BioChip J prefers authors to be listed without details
of relative status, but instead to specify the contribu-
tion made by their coauthors in the acknowledgements.
BioChip J strongly encourages coauthors to specify
their contributions in this way. If authors regard it as
essential to indicate that two or more coauthors are
equal in status, they may be identified by a symbol
with the caption ‘these authors contributed equaly to
the work’ immediately under the address list. Present
addresses appear immediately below the author list;
al other essentia author-related explanation isin the
acknowledgements. Authors should format articles or
letters using BioChip Js Microsoft Word template,
and before finalizing their manuscript should use the
author’s checklist for format (applies to revised manu-
scripts as well as original submissions). The style tags
in the template should be deleted before submission.

Methods: If brief (less than 200 words in total), they
can be included in the text at an appropriate place.
Otherwise, they should be described at the end of the
text in a‘Methods’ section, subdivided by short, bold
headings referring to methods used. Descriptions of
methods already published should be avoided; a refer-
ence number can be provided to save space, with the
new addition or variation briefly stated. This whole
section should not exceed 800 words and should ide-
ally be shorter. If more space is required for Methods,
the editor may suggest use of online-only supple-
mentary information for this purpose after submission
and after receiving referees’ reports. Supplementary
material is peer-reviewed.

References: References are each numbered, ordered
sequentially as they appear in the text, methods, tables,
figure legends. When cited in the text, reference num-
bers are superscript, not in brackets unless they are

likely to be confused with a superscript number. The
maximum number of references, strictly enforced, is
50 for full-papers. Only on publication can be listed
for each number. Only articles that have been published
or submitted to a named publication should be in the
reference list; papers in preparation should be men-
tioned in the text with a list of authors (or initials if
any of the authors are coauthors of the present contri-
bution). Published conference abstracts, numbered
patents and preprints on recognized servers may be
included in reference lists, but text, grant details and
acknowledgements may not.

All authors should be included in reference lists
unless there are more than five, in which case only the
first author should be given, followed by ‘et al.’.

Please follow the style below in the published edition
of BioChip Jin preparing reference lists.

Authors should be listed surname first, followed by a
commaand initials of given names.

Titles of all cited articles are required. Titles of arti-
cles cited in reference lists should be in upright, not
italic text; the first word of the title is capitalized, the
title written exactly as it appears in the work cited,
ending with a full stop. Book titles are italic with all
main words capitalized. Journal titles are italic and
abbreviated according to common usage; authors can
refer to BioChip J, the Index Medicus or the American
Ingtitute of Physics style manual for details.

Volume numbers are bold. The publisher and city of
publication are required for books cited (Refer to
published papersin BioChip Jfor details).

References to web-only journals should give authors,
article title and journal name as above, followed by
url in full - or doi if known - and the year of publica
tion in parentheses.

References to websites should give authors if known,
title of cited page, url in full, and year of posting in
parentheses.

Journal articles; Singh-Gasson, S. et al. Maskless
fabrication of light-directed oligonucleotide microar-
rays using a digital micromirror array. Nature Bio-
technology 17, 974-978 (1999).

Acknowledgements: Acknowledgements are brief
and follow the reference list. Authors are encouraged
to include a statement to specify the contributions of
each coauthor. Acknowledgements contain grant or
contribution numbers, but do not contain thanks to
anonymous referees and editors, or effusive com-



ments.

Tables: Tables should each be presented on a sepa-
rate page, portrait (not landscape) orientation, and
upright on the page, not sideways. Tables have a
short, one-line title in bold text. Upright roman (not
bold or italic) type of the same size as the rest of the
text is used. The body of the table should not contain
horizontal or vertical rules; these will be added by
BioChip J when necessary after the paper has been
accepted for publication. Tables should be as small as
possible. Bear in mind the size of a BioChip J page as
a limiting factor when compiling a table and ensure it
will reduce appropriately.

Symbols and abbreviations are defined immediately

below the table, followed by essential descriptive
material as briefly as possible, al in double-spaced
text.

Figure legends: Figure legends should be listed one
after the other, as part of the text document, separate
from the figure files. Please do not write a legend
below each figure. Each figure legend should begin
with a brief title for the whole figure and continue
with a short description of each panel and the symbols
used. For contributions with methods sections,
legends should not contain any details of methods, or
exceed 100 words (fewer than 500 words in total for
the whole paper). In contributions without methods
sections, legends should be fewer than 300 words
(800 words or fewer in total for the whole paper).
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